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Early Morning Fire Displaces Plymouth Family 

 

At approximately 04:00 AM this morning, Plymouth Fire-Rescue, along with Campton-

Thornton Fire-Rescue were dispatched to a building fire at 26 Winter Street in Plymouth. 

Upon arrival, the initial crew found a large 2 story duplex with smoke showing from the 

rear of the building. A Plymouth Police Officer and an Officer from the Grafton County 

Sherriff’s Office were on scene evacuating residents from the building. Firefighters 

entered the building and found a fire in a first floor bedroom and called for a second 

alarm which brought in additional companies from Ashland, Holderness, Rumney, and 

Waterville Valley. The New Hampton Fire Department and Meredith EMS covered the 

Plymouth Fire Station.  A hose line was deployed and the fire was quickly brought under 

control. The fire was contained to the bedroom, which sustained heavy fire damage. 

There was significant smoke damage to the remainder of that side of the duplex. All 

seven residents and two animals were able to safely escape, despite the fact that there 

were no working smoke or carbon monoxide alarms in the unit of origin. Two residents 

were treated at the scene for smoke inhalation and a laceration. There were no other 

injuries reported. The American Red Cross assisted the family with housing. The cause of 

the fire was determined to be a lit candle located too close to combustible materials. 

 

“The fire crews did a phenomenal job of making sure that all of the occupants were safely 

out of the building, and made quick work of extinguishing the fire. This could have been 

a much greater tragedy due to the fact that the unit of origin lacked any smoke or carbon 

monoxide alarms that would have provided the occupants with an early warning of the 

fire. There was also a delay in calling 911, which allowed the fire to get a head start. This 

fire highlights the importance of keeping candles a safe distance from combustibles. It is 

also a good time to remind citizens of the importance of using space heaters that are listed 

for their intended use, and keeping them a safe distance from combustibles as well. The 

occupants are to be commended for closing the door to the room of origin, which delayed 

the spread of the fire.” Chief Tom Morrison. 
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“This is the second close call in 24 hours within our state involving house fires with no 

working smoke detectors” according to State Fire Marshal Paul J. Parisi. “We are very 

fortunate that there were no fatalities at this event or in Hooksett. Citizens are reminded 

to make sure they have working smoke and carbon monoxide alarms in their houses. You 

only have seconds to get out of your house if it’s on fire.” 
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